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hepatectomy on apolipoprotein B-48 expression and hepatic lipid content.
Although there is a strong association between plasma cholesterol and
triglyceride concentrations and the risk of developing coronary heart disease,
plasma lipid concentrations may not be the only factor affecting the risk of
disease. The effect of hepatic cholesterol synthesis on plasma lipid concentrations
is poorly understood. Hepatic cholesterol synthesis is stimulated by biliary
cholate, which in turn increases the expression and secretion of apolipoprotein
(apo) B-48. The effect of liver loss of function, brought about by partial
hepatectomy, on the expression and secretion of apoB-48 and the plasma
concentrations of cholesterol and triglyceride was investigated. Rats were
partially hepatectomized and plasma and liver cholesterol and triglyceride
concentrations were measured 5, 7, 10 and 13 days later. Hepatic cholesterol
content was reduced by approximately 50% at each of these time-points post-
hepatectomy. There was a marked increase in the expression of apoB-48 mRNA
in the remnant liver during the first 10 days post-hepatectomy, indicating a rise in
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