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I tried to use sub() function but it fails: cat temp_afriqa.txt |
sub("^.*fdf.*\$\s+href\="http.*"\s*}$", "") with this message: sub:
can't substring for second arg I already added the "." in the regular

expression but it's still not working. How can I find and remove the }
from a text file without sed or awk (could you use awk or sed here,

though)? A: Just to add to @ridgerunner's answer, awk may be
preferred in this case. awk commands are chainable, so it's more
readable and easier to modify if there are to be multiple nested

filters. Also, no external dependencies are needed, as awk is a part of
Unix. Code: awk '$2 == ".pdf" {$2=""} 1' file | grep -v pdf | sed

-E's/\}\{/}}}/g' The above command will remove all opening brackets
} from the file, and then all closing brackets { from the file. Once the

file is processed, it will have no opening brackets, and only one
closing bracket. Explanation: awk' # Start of AWK program $2 ==

".pdf" {$2=""} # IF $2 equals ".pdf", THEN set $2 to "" (blank). 1 #
Else, print 1 'file # Input file '
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